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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRASIL 03175 210325Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-07 AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 SOE-02 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 INR-10 10-14 L-03 
NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-05 ICA-20 SS-15 SP-02 
DOE-15 INT-05 /138W 

116951 212356Z/70 

R 201252Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7182 
INFO AMCONSUL PORTO ALEGRE 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

UNCLAS BRASILIA 3175 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TBIO, TOCY, BR 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF UNKNOWN OFFSHORE POISONEOUS GAS IN 
SOUTHERN BRAZIL AND URUGUAY 

REF: STATE 099549 

EMBASSY AND AMCONSUL PORTO ALEGRE PLANNING JOINT REPORT ON 
THIS ECOLOGICAL DISASTER AFTER FACTS ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN. NO 
CASES OF HUMAN DEATH HAVE OCCURRED IN BRAZIL. BUT REPORTS OF THROAT 
AND LUNG IRRITATION AND NAUSEA WERE EXTENSIVE. PRESENT ANALYTICAL 
RESULTS INDICATE THAT MYSTERY GAS IS PESTICIDE METHYL ISOTHIOCYANATE 
BUT ORIGIN IS UNKNOWN. LEADING HYPOTHESIS IS LEAKAGE FROM 
CARGO OF SUNKEN SHIP (POSSIBLY FREIGHTER ''TAQUARI" WHICH SANK 
7 YEARS AGO ON WAY FROM NEWPORT TO BUENOS AIRES WITH CARGO FROM 
DOW CHEMICAL INTERNATIONAL). 

JOHNSON 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLLUTION, POISONS, CHEMICALS, INVESTIGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRASIL03175 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780171-0962 
Format: TEL 
From: BRASILIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780437/aaaaberz.tel 

Line Count: 44 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5e3501ab-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 99549 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2908249 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORT OF UNKNOWN OFFSHORE POISONEOUS GAS IN SOUTHERN BRAZIL AND URUGUAY 
TAGS: TBIO, TOCY, BR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5e3501ab-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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